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Literature on Guilt: In Search of the Autobiographical Basis of Mark Twain®s
Fiction
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Focusing on the unfinished novel, Which Was It?, this study examined aspects

of the interplay between biographical fact and fiction in Mark Twain"s works and presented various
essays in print and orally. These papers clarified to a significant extent how the motifs of alter
ego, guilt, and race, which are the author®s primary concerns, became intertwined and consistent
features of Twain"s work and developed from his early works, including his correspondence from
Hawaii and the novel The Gilded Age, through works of his middle period such as "The Simon Wheeler
Sequence," and into his late, unpublished works. In addition, Twain"s autobiography, an essential
reference for understanding the personal background of his works, was translated into Japanese from
a version serialized in magazines since 1906 and was published as a book.
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