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The research focuses on pre-Harlem Renaissance African American writers
like Pauline E. Hopkins, Sutton E. Griggs, James E. McGirt, Henrietta Davis and John E. Bruce. While
the Harlem Renaissance is defined as a blossoming of African American cultural production starting
in the 1920s, more scholars now find the preceding period as culturally significant as well.
Building on such scholarship, this research revealed how at the turn of the century a substantial
number of black periodicals, literary clubs and historical societies in cities became the sites for
cultural activities. Scholarly lectures, poetry readings, dramatic and musical performances, often
at a local church, formed the foundation and literary networks for many writers who also sought
access to a larger white readership and to American literary identity.
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