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Having in mind the social and political liberation of Jews, young Lessing in

1749 wrote a comedy called Die Juden (published in 1754), urging the European readers to reflect
upon themselves. Thus his literary work turned out to become a pioneering piece born out of backward
Germany. And J.M.R. Lenz’ s comedy, Der neue Menoza (1774), based on Pontopidan’ s epistolary
novel, Menoza (1742/43), criticizes enlightened Europe from the perspective of a * natural man’ ,
advocating - like Rousseau - the pursuit of harmony between religion and reason. Likewise, Herder
implied Europe’ s self-criticism in his five consecutive poems ‘ Neger-ldyllen’ in Briefe zur
Befoerderderung der Humanitaet (1793-97), being influenced by British literature critical of
European colonialism.
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