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This study contributes to research on the history of Japanese-French
cultural exchange by discussing the reception of Japanese literature in France during the interwar
period and examining the work of Japanologists (researchers of Japan). | focused on Alfred Smoular
and Ren&eacute; Maublanc, and identified that Smoular played a crucial role in the reception of
modern Japanese literature (e.g., works by Ashihei Hino), and Maublanc did likewise in the reception

of traditional Japanese poetry (e.g., haiku). During this process, | investigated the link between
their work and the literary trends of France. One important result of this is my publication of “
White Sheep and Haiku: An Aspect of the Reception of Japanese Literature in France” (Shinshu
Studies in Humanities , no. 5), which elucidates the relationship between the spread of haiku in
France and modern classicism.
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