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The notions of the decoration and "modernity™ in the turn of 19-20 century
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This study explores the applied arts movement in Europe during the period of
transition between the 19th and 20th centuries. We revealed the connections and the differences
between the theories and practices proposed in Belgium, France, Austria and Germany by investigating
the relationships among these countries. We also examined artists® and critics™ arguments on modern
"new arts" and their relationship with contemporary politics, industries and public opinion in each
country: we confirmed that "new arts" styles emerged in conditions influenced by market competition
with the cultural advantage of originality among the artists’ countries and social classes.
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