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This study examines the inherent historical relevance of the literature
produced during the Second Empire period from both the sociological point of view through an
analysis of the * literary field and the historical point of view of aesthetic thought. The
writers of this era are distinctive because of their intention to promote the ‘ autonomy of art
However, by re-establishing this attitude within its historical context, it becomes evident that the

perceived ‘ modernity’ of literature of this period can more precisely be considered to be the
development and inheritance of romanticism rather than a departure from romanticism. By re-examining
the intellectual current that continues from the first generation of romanticism to minor
romanticism and then the 1848 generation, the historical course of nineteenth century literature can
be understood as an extension of the issues raised by romanticism.
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