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Misogyny and Nationalism in 18th Century France
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Enlightenment philosophy has often been the target of feminist criticism as
it has been considered a foundation of the patriarchal and androcentric ideology. In the second half
of the 20th century, Japanese and American research on gender, such as that of Tamae Mizuta and
Susan Moller Okin, contributed to this criticism. However, until now, in most cases, there has been
little reflection on gender bias in French enlightenment research, and that gender defect has been
regarded as a marginal issue. This project focused on how the elegant and feminine culture developed
in the classical age was threatened by the masculinization of taste and moeurs due to the rise of
nationalism in the middle of the 18th century.
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