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The Jian’ an literary circle, formed under the rule of Cao Cao (who later
became Wu-di of Wei), gave birth to numerous literary trends in the beginning of the 3rd Century AD.
This study has especially focused on five-syllable poems (history-praising poems), which were
literary tributes to historical tales or events, clarifying its development of this new genre by
examining its inheritance relationship with preceding banquet literature of the Han dynasty.
Banquets were a common stage for Jian’ an literary writers. However, in banquets of the preceding
Han Dynasty, while five-syllable poems were actually created, one of the most popular themes for
narrative literature at the time was praise for historical events. It was through such banquets that
brought poetry and narrative literature together to form what is known as “ history-praising
poems” and it was later refined by the Jian’ an literary circle into a literary genre for
knowledgeable men. The above is the finding of this study.
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