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The Yellow Peril and Pan-Asianism are two sides of the same coin. Villains
like Fu-Manchu in oriental novels spurred the justification of Japan’ s imperial fictions. Even
objections to racial prejudice were appropriated in order to mould and praise Eastern spiritualism.
Lowes Dickinson’ s Letters from John Chinaman, which was first published anonymously in 1901, for
instance, had been considered a Mandarin’ s authentic manifesto against European materialism. This
pamphlet hugely inspired both Rabindranath Tagore and Kakuzo Okakura, later idols and ideologues of
Pan-Asianism, to sophisticate the idea. And then actual political situations became stranger than
the Yellow Peril or Pan-Asianism novels. In the 1910s, Indian revolutionaries had covertly retreated

to Japan, but British agents such as Hari Prasad Shastri closely reported their activities.
Interestingly, mutual distrust among Japan, Britain and India incited the popularity of spy novels

concerning the Pan-Asian plot.
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