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William Griffis and Japanese religion
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This study was intended to analyze and reevaluate the works of William
Griffis, an American who had spent several years in early Meiji Japan as a science teacher. Griffis
had written books on Japan, and although a missionary, showed a deep insight into the religious life
of the Japanese people.
By comparing him with other Japanologists, this study demonstrated how Griffis showed a striking
resemblance with Lafcadio Hearn in his way of capturing the innermost spirit of another people,
which 1 believe , is most needed in the modern globalized world.
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