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An Empirical Study on Non-verbal and Paralanguage Behaviors in the Speech Acts
of the Thai
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“ Laughter and tongue clicks” are non-verbal behaviors that have been
observed to occur “ frequently and repeatedly” in Thai Japanese learners’ utterances. An analysis
of OPI data collected from 100 Japanese major students in Thai reveals that the frequency of their
using laughter and tongue clicks in utterances is significantly high. In exploring meanings and
functions of these two non-verbal behaviors, this research examines both the occurrence environment
and the usage of laughter and tongue clicks as they emerge in Thai Japanese learners’ utterances.
Leaving aside differences in paralanguage information of laughter and tongue clicks, results show
that: (1) the two non-verbal behaviors, diverted from the Thai language usage, have unique
communicative functions that do not exist in Japanese language culture and (2) the occurrence of the

two non-verbal behaviors is a manifestation of the speaker’ s cognitive behavior.
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