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A Study of Universality and Relativity in Taste Vocabulary
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We conducted a survey of taste vocabulary, which is said _to vary across
languages, based on the hypothesis that taste vocabulary is not divided arbitrarily but has a common
law among multiple languages. As a result, certain points became clear. In Asian languages, such as

Chinese, Korean, and Thai, similar distributions of tactile expressions were found, whereas,
Swedish, English, and Turkish showed a different distribution from Asian languages, for example,
using more objective "general evaluation" expressions (e.g., '"good taste™). In this study, we also
examined the relationship between language and nonverbal domains (environmental,physiological, and
cognitive motivations) and clarified certain aspects of this relationship.
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