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Syntactic analysis of coordinate structures in Japanese Sign Language
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The main aim of this research is to provide a comprehensive description of
syntactic and semantic properties of coordinate structures in Japanese Sign Language (JSL). In the
close and strong collaboration with native singers of JSL, this study made a wide range of important

observations on coordination in JSL: the typology of conjunctive and disjunctive coordinators and
their distributions; the possibility of simultaneous articulations of the conjuncts: the general use
of coordination (Davidson 2013) and the cross-linguistic differences concerning general use
coordinators; a previously undescribed type of List Buoy (Liddell 2003) in JSL; and the syntactic
properties of coordination with respect to the Coordinate Structure Constraint (Ross 1967) and the

“ across-the-board” type extraction from a coordinate structure. These observations led to a number
of significant implications for the theory of the grammaticalization from gestures and the
syntactic/semantic nature of coordination.
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2 a. *What did John [buy a car] and [sell __]?
b. *What did John [buy __ | and [sell a house] ?
c. What did John [buy __ ] and [sell __ ]?
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