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The humble word uyoohun in the Miyara dialect,South Ryukyuan,has the
function of indicating that the receiver is of higher status. However,it also has the function of
indicating that the giver is of slightly higher status. Such humble words have never been found in
Japanese, so | named it “ humble word a ” .Besides,in cmmon Japanese,it is prohibited for speakers
to show honor to themselves.However,in the Miyara dialect that is acceptable if the speaker owes
respect to others and/or if the speaker is owed respect by others.Humble word a ” has also been
found in the Kikai and Yoron dialect,North Ryukyuan.Even more,l found that the honorific word also
has the extended function of raising the listener’ s status in the Kikai dialect.

Using the demonstrative in context resembles using it in the situation where relative distance is
relevant,as in the Miyara dialect. Ku/u/ka-series demonstratives are used, u-series is used to refer
to the former noun firstly, and after that, ku-series is used.
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