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In modern Japanese, adnominal verb phrases may be semantically verbal or
adjectival. This study shows that this semantic property of adnominal verb phrases determines
whether the marker * ga’ or ‘ no’ is attached to the subject of those verb phrases. It then
suggests that this semantic property of verb phrases is also related to the choice of adnominal or
adjunct forms of the modifiers in the adnominal verb phrases as well as to the presence or absence
of voice in such phrases.
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