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Identifying appropriate prosodic features of conversational functions:
Development of function-specific prosodic indicators

TAKAMURA, Megumi
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This article proposes that there are commonalities in prosodic features of
speech for identical conversational functions, regardless of differences in terms or expressions.
First, a questionnaire survey on the functions perceived to be necessary in a university setting was

conducted on beginner-level Japanese language learners. From the survey responses, a total of 20
functions were identified to be highly necessary (e.g., requests, calls for attention, and
gratitude). Next, three patterns of utterances were recorded for each function by seven native
Japanese speakers during roleplay; these recordings were used as audio materials. Finally, an
acousticé#8211;phonetic analysis was performed on the prosodic features (syllable duration, FO, and
intensity) of the three most appropriate recordings for each function. The results indicated that 13

of the functions had distinctive prosodic features.
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1
Expressing sympathy saying a word of sympathy to the person who got a cold.
2
Expressing sympathy telling that you know the feeling to the friend who just
got broken heart.
1
Applogizing saying sorry to the teachers about the delay of your
report.
2
Applogizing Breaking something by accident and apologize.
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