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A Syntactic Approach to Grammaticalization and Constructionalization that Span
Morphological and Syntactic Components
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Under the minimalist program of linguistic theory in which D-structure is
abolished and distributed morphology is adopted, the apparent notion of “ word” is no longer
definable and a syntactic operation can apply even to a bound morpheme. This move also enables us to

provide an explanation of phenomena in which morphosyntactic constructions undergo diachronic
change from a bound morpheme to a free morpheme (or vice versa), from a lexical category to a
functional category, from lexical compound to phrasal compound, and so on, in the realm of
parametric syntax.

On the basis of these basic ideas, | have made a number of corpus studies and a set of large-scale
surveys of acceptability judgment on various morphosyntactic phenomena_including compounds, nominal
copula constructions, measure noun/adjective construction, and nominative/genitive conversion, and
the previously unnoticed facts of diachronic change which | discovered was given an explanation in
terms of microparametric syntax.
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