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An analysis of derived words in terms of null operator movement and its
consequences

Tomizawa, Naoto
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alleged designated invited

an alleged singer an invited singer
-to-be
would-be wannabe
John is easy to talk to. tough
alleged be

Adjectives derived from passive forms of verbs such as "alleged® and *

designated” are differentiated semantically from other de-verbal adjectives such as "invited." Thus,

"an alleged singer® refers to a person who is alleged to be a singer, which is quite different
from, say, "an invited singer,” which does refer to some singer. This unique semantic property of
the former group of deverbal passive adjectives is shown to follow naturally from the interaction of
the well-established, basic rules of the English grammar. It is also shown that the same
grammatical rules generate complex adjectives: "-to-be,” "would-be," and "wannabe."

In addition, a rule that is involved in the generation of these derivational adjectives is shown

to be employed in the formations of what is conventionally called "tough-construction” such as *
John is easy to talk to" as well as infinitival relative clauses.
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Chomsky (1970)
parsimony principle
Fu, Roeper, & Borer (2001)
1) do so
(2 \% N

(1) ?his explanation of the problem thoroughly to the tenants
(2)  his removal of the garbage in the morning and Sam’s doing so in the afternoon

adjectival passives 0 by
3) verbal passives
Bruening (2014)
4) DP (5)

(3) The restaurant remained closed by the police for a long time. (Pesetsky 1995)
(4)  Therefore, those steps were undemonstrated to be true.

(5) ... and Egyptians remain denied their freedoms.
light verb
(6) Mary John [t ]
()
®)

(7) *Tabs remain [ap t kept t on the suspect]. (Levin & Rappaport 1986)
(8) a. There is a strong likelihood that the war will soon come to an end.
b. *The war is [np a strong likelihood t to come to an end].

Bruening (2014) null operator: Op
0
(92)
closed (9b) closey Op
(9b) -en

(9) a. closeda (by the police)
b. [ar Opi-ena [voicer Voice [vp Closey t ... ] (by the police) ]]

)
(10) a.
b.
(10b) Bruening (2014)
tough tough nice/clever
likely/sure
alleged
tough

nice/clever likely



nice/clever likely

alleged
Bruening (2014)
0
(11a) an alleged millionaire
millionaire (11b) be SC

(11) a. an alleged millionaire.
b. xiisalleged to be [sc X; a millionaire]
(11b) amillionaire be SC
Moro 2000 (123, b) be SC
Brian an excellent doctor
den Dikken 2006
(12) a. Brian is considered to be [sc ti an excellent doctor]
b. An excellent doctor is considered to be [sc Brian tj]
alleged be SC
(13a) estimated $100 (13c)
(13) a. an estimated $100 stamp
b. The market price of the stamp is estimated to be [sc t $100]
c. $100 is estimated to be [sc the market price of the stamp tj]
be SC alleged
(14a) be
(15a-c)
(14) a. adesignated hitter
b. xiis designated to be [sc Xi a hitter]
(15) a. abride-to-be
b. awould-be actress
c. awannabe film director; a James Dean wannabe

tough
tough alleged
Sportiche (2006) NP
DP NP
(16) (17a) (17d) NP

(16) The book is easy to put on the table.

(17)a. __iseasy [to put [pr D [ne book]] on the table]

b. _ iseasy [ [ne booK] [to put [or D tne] on the table]]

c. [npbook] is easy [ tne [to put [or D tae] 0N the table]]
d. [the [ne booK]] is easy [ tne [to put [pp D tne] on the table]]

Sportiche reconstruction D
(18a) (18b) Takahashi
(1997) tough (19)

(18) a. Pictures of his; friends are easy to persuade [every photographer]; to sell

b. *Most pictures of his; friends are easy to persuade [every photographer]; to sell
(19) a. ?*John is easy to believe to have kissed Mary.

b.. *Who did you believe a picture of to be on sale?

(19a) believe DP [ne John]
(19b)
tough
(20a) Chomsky (2008)
(20b, ¢)
(20) a. *John is hard to laugh. (Longenbaugh 2017)

b. The room is easy to be heated. ( 1976)
c. Short love poems are easy to be read and understood. (Maruta 2013)



tough NP
(17a) (17b) the (21a)
(21b)

(21) a. the [[ne booK] [to put [pe D tne] on the table]]
b. *He is not [a man to expect __ to succeed] (Browning 1987)
Hicks (2009) Smuggling (22)
PRO

(22) Among them, John is quite difficult for us to persuade to be easy to please.

nice/clever likely/sure
(23) nice/clever (24) likely/sure tough

(23)a. Johnwas clever __ [PRO to turn down the offer]

b. Itwas clever of John [PRO to turn the offer]

c. *The offer was clever of John [PRO to turn down __]
(24) a. Johnislikely [ to win the race}

b. *Theraceis likely [PRO to win _]

(24) likely/sure (24a) NP DP
[ne John] (24b)
win [PROtowin_]
NP
(23c) nice/clever DP DP
[NP offer]
[PROtoturndown __] NP
(24c) clever (23b) likely
tough
tough NP
NP
argumenthood
Fu et al. (2001) (25a) (25b)
of
(25)a. Kim's explanation of the event thoroughly
b. *Kim'’s version of the event accurately
feature transmission
alleged tough
NP tough
alleged
NP tough
NP D

Bruening (2014)
-to-be would-be wannabe
NP



alleged
be SC

-to-be would-be wannabe

be SC
tough NP D
tough
NP NP
tough
resumptive pronoun
NP
NP
NP NP
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