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The purpose of this research is to comEare how modality expressions are used
in real-time interactions in Japanese and English, thereby making explicit the patterns of modality
expressions in the two languages. In the original research plan, 1 first considered analyzing the

parts of conversational interactions used in some of the Japanese-English contemporary novels.

However, in the process of investigation, | realized it was not very appropriate to depend on

written materials, even If it is conversational parts in novels. Therefore, 1 have shifted to the

use of English expressions that are dabbed to commercially available Japanese-original animations.

Indeed, the scripts in animations are fabricated. But they are taking place in situation in which

people are talking in real-time progressions. Therefore, I have successfully compared the patterns

of modality expression between the two languages.
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(@)) a. " I used to be a bank teller, hard to believe, 1 know.”
b. I know that it is hard to believe that | used to be a bank teller.
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"1 know”
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I would say ..., I' d say..., I say ...; I tell you..., I' m telling you
1
(1) a. More than your fair share, a great deal of illness, I’ d say.

b. Impressive, I must say.
Cc. ... For all the world to see, I’ Il make them all two feet tall. Two feet tall,

I say.

d. I' mall right, I tell you.
(2) a. But I’ _m telling you it ain’ t fair.

b. Don’ t laugh at me, I’ m telling you.
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b. “ Three years ago, you showed up. It was... to see me.”
(3a) (3b) (3b) It was to see me that you

showed up three years ago
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(4) a. “ 0Oh, 1 see you actually bothered to do your hair today.”

( _ )
b. “ You know, | gotta say you two make a great couple.”
( — )
c. “ I had feelings for him, you know, the way he’ s been recently, I mean...”
( — )
d. *“ Katsuhiko, tell me, what do you think you' re doing?”
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