©
2016 2018

A Lar?e—Scale—Corpus Based Generative Theoretical Study on the Process of
Establishment of Constructions and Their Further Developments

OMURO, Takeshi

2,800,000

(e.g, He spends a few minutes looking at the footprints
outside the Chinese Theatre.)
The Corpus of Historical
American English

In this research, I explored the historical process of establishment of
half-gerund constructions (e.g, He spends a few minutes looking at the footprints outside the
Chinese Theatre.) in English and also explored how adjective phrases and past participial phrases
were introduced as complements historically after that establishment. To achieve these goals, 1
investigated the empirical facts on half-gerund constructions thoroughly by using such historical
large-scale-corpora as The Corpus of Historical American English. 1 made an attempt to explore the
mechanisms above, using such most up-to-date linguistic theories as generative syntax, conceptual
semantics, dynamic theory of grammar, generative lexicon and construction grammar.
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