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Within the modern_linguistic theory called generative grammar, child
language acquisition is assumed to be achieved through the interaction between (a) linguistic
experience children take in after birth and (b) the biologically-predetermined mechanism for
language acquisition called Universal Grammar (UG). This study investigated in detail the
acquisition of two ellipsis phenomena, (A) sluicing and (B) VP-ellipsis. Sluicing is exemplified by
a sentence like "Lauren can play something, but 1 don"t know what,”™ in which everything except the
wh-phrase is elided from the clause, and the VP-ellipsis is illustrated by a sentence like "Lauren
can play the guitar and Mike can, too,"™ where a verb phrase following an auxiliary is deleted.
Results of this study revealed that children have basically the same knowledge as adults with
respect to these ellipsis phenomena, which in turn constitutes new evidence for the existence of

innate UG.
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[1]
(1a) (1b) wh
she can play (1b)
1) a Lauren can play something, but I don’t know what she can play.
b. Lauren can play something, but | don’t know what.
(29) (2b)
play the guitar
2 a Lauren can play the guitar and Mike can play the guitar, too.
b. Lauren can play the guitar and Mike can, too.
[2]
(voice)
3 a Someone hired Ken, but we don’t know by whom Ken was hired.
b. * Someone hired Ken, but we don’t know by whom.
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(7 a I don’t know if I can understand this, but I’ll try [PRO to [ve
b. * I don’t know if John understands this, but I believe [him to [ve
(78)
to PRO
ECM him believe
to
Guasti & Rizzi (2002)
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does
8 a Robin don’t play with pens. (Adam 28, 3;04:01)
b. So Paul doesn’t wake up. (Adam 28, 3;04:01)
Guasti & Rizzi (2002) (8)
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9 a# Do he go?
b. Doesdis[: this] write? (Adam 28, 3;04:01)
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(10) a John speaks English, and Mary does, too.
b. * John speaks English, and Mary do, too
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CHILDES 19
do/does/don’t/doesn’t CLAN
COMBO
do
19 16 0) (ii) do
does
2 doesn’t don’t
does  90%
2
VP
doesn't *don't does *do does *do
Abe 15 20 25 0 9 0
Adam 79 28 208 2 11 1
Anne 5 6 0 0
Aran 20 7 3 0
Becky 34 4 110 0 22 1
Carl 2 9 0 0 1 0
Dominic 23 20 0 0 10 5
Eve 3 1 3 1 0 0
Gall 4 6 4 0 9 0
Joel 5 2 7 0 6 1
John 0 4 0 0 0 0
Liz 3 4 6 0 3 0
Naomi 7 5 3 0 2 0
Nicole 2 29 3 0 8 1
Nina 45 56 30 0 18 0
Peter 35 12 17 0 3 0
Ruth 0 5 0 0 0 0
Sarah 45 36 69 1 5 3
Warren 7 9 0 0 2 0
316 (53%) 275 (47%) 498 (99%) 7 (1%) 122 (91%) 12 (9%)
doesn’t does

do

((15) = 6.646, p < .000, d = 1.661)
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(14) Abe
a *FAT: it scaresyou ?
*CHI:  sureitdoes. (Abe 019, 2;07)
b. *EDN: doesn'tit taste like grapes ?
*CHI:  yeah { tasteslike grape and strawberries .
*CHI:  itsuredoes. (Abe 047, 2;10:12)
(15) Adam
a *URS:  that looks like you're making asalad (.) Adam .
*CHI:  justlike Mommy do . (Adam 23, 3;10:26)
b. *MOT: justtryitand seeif you can get the block to stay there .
*CHI:  yesit does.
*CHI:  yes(.) it stays. (Adam 34, 3;07:07)
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