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Compound Cognitive Abilities and the Variety of Generic Sentences
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Although Leslie argues that generic sentences are based on the human default
cognitive ability, generics sentences are not uniform. It is known that English generics have
three different forms and | have claimed that only the bare plural form corresponds to the default
cognitive ability. The definite singular and indefinite singular forms reflect the logical and
guantificational abilities that develop after the age 4. Generics in French and German are similar
to the English ones except that the default forms are obviously different in form. Specifically,
the definite article is missing in English, obligatory in French, and optional in German, which may
suggest that children can use these default generics before they acquire the use of articles. The
Japanese language also shows the variety of generic sentences that are used differently reflecting
the compound cognitive abilities.



2000 Leslie

Leslie Kahneman
Bare Plural: BP
Indefinite Singular: IS ((Definite
Singular: DS)
Leslie 2009
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Muslims are terrorists
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the Americans
Whales are mammals.

Les baleines sont de mammiféres.
(Die) Wale sind Saugetiere.



A square has four sides.
4

Un carré a quatre cotés

Des jumeaux se resemblent dans les plus petits détails

( )
Twins resemble each other to the smallest details.
( )

Well-Established Kind

The bottle has a narrow neck.
The Coke bottle has a narrow neck.
??The green bottle has a narrow neck. ??

Tables have four legs.

( 4 )
??A table has four legs.
*? 4 )
A dog has four legs.
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Striking Generic
Muslims are terrorists.
??A Muslim is a terroist.
??The Muslim is a terrorist.
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