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Diachronic aspects of projector constructions in English: Empirical studies from
the perspective of constructionalization
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This research project aims to investigate projector constructions and
related phenomena in the history of English from the perspective of constructionalization. The
project members address the way each construction emerges and develops over time, exploring the
discourse-pragmatic and functional basis of constructionalization. A contrastive study of English
and Japanese serves to assess the appropriateness of the constructionalization approach to language

change.



the fact is (that), the point is (that), the problem is
(that)
shell noun constructions; Schmid 2000
projector constructions, Hopper & Thompson 2008

projector constructions
constructionalization
thefact is (that)

e.g.
that’s what he said is that..., that’s the thing is
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