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It is quite important for a Japanese language learner to equip sufficient
competence of conducting casual conversations in Japanese in order to construct good social
relationships with Japanese native speakers. As casual conversations do not have practical
communicative goals such as asking for a help, offering an assistance, giving advice and so forth,
the research on them as well as the teaching material development have been left behind.

During this research period, the author videotaped and analysed real Japanese conversations held
by native speakers, native and non-native speakers, and non-native speakers only. In most cases they
are the duel conversations in same sex participants, but some are triangular or with different sex
participant. Several crucial points to learn were obtained by the analysis and web-based practices
were included in the developed web-site called “ Zatsudan Meijin" (lit.: casual conversation

expert).
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