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The purpose of this study is _to verify empirically whether a second
language environment is effective in acquiring pragmatic knowledge required to achieve smooth
communication. We analyzed refusal data in order to clarify the pragmatic knowledge and the
development of pragmatic knowledge on refusals in different proficiency levelsl by comparing between

a foreign language environment and a second language environment.

Results showed that as the L2 s proficiency level advanced, the usage of pragmatic knowledge by
L2 learners became similar to by NS. However, it was also evident that there are some pragmatic
knowledge, which NS frequently use, but L2 learners, even advanced one, hardly use. Moreover, there
are some pragmatic knowledge which is hard to acquire even for L2 learners in a second language
environment. The results suggest that some pragmatic knowledge which is hard to acquire, need to be

taught explicitly.
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