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This study aimed to develop the method of in-class extensive reading in

Japanese for students who need studying Japanese and to investigate the effects of it.

A total of 449 books were used. All books except 3 novels were picture books and most of them were

for children between ages zero and seven. Students chose a book during recess or at the beginning of
the class and started to read it wherever they like. After 10 minutes from the start time of the

class they stopped reading and wrote a small comment about the book. This method proved suitable for
continuous Japanese learning at 3 elementary schools in Aichi Prefecture.

On Japanese language proficiency, this method improved students’ reading speed, promoted vocabulary
acquisition, and increased the total amount of book reports. In addition, interesting picture books
and enjoyable reading experiences seemed to promote a positive attitude and the growth of

motivation toward Japanese reading.
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