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This study investigates the identification of the subject in Japanese texts
by intermediate and advanced second language readers in order to determine the reading processes and
difficulties and to provide a proper strategy to address them.
Our initial findings indicated that advanced readers utilize correct knowledge about particles in
identifying the subject, whereas intermediate readers have difficulty identifying the subject due to
faulty knowledge of particles.
Based on these findings the author devised a teaching method to improve the knowledge of particles
and the recognition of the ellipsis of the subject among intermediate second language readers. As a
result, gradual improvement in reading comprehension by the target group has been noted.
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