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In two municipalities with no Japanese Ian?uage classes, the authors studied
work environment of immigrant women married to Japanese and revealed that illiteracy restricted
their choices of occupation. An action research was also conducted to call for the municipalities to
survey the status of language learning support and establish a support structure. As a result, one
of them started a community-based language education startup program supported by the Agency for
Cultural Affairs in FY2019.
In view of the Japanese Language Education Promotion Act currently in force, this study, which
describes and analyzes the negotiation and collaboration process between researchers and
municipalities and development of such structure by municipalities, provides important information
for ensuring access to Japanese language learning programs across the country and shows the
potential of how personnel related to Japanese language education can be involved in and contribute
to regional communities.
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