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We have presented an idea to address education inequality stemming from
economic status and geographical location, especially in EFL. Schools on small islands and in
secluded areas in Japan, when utilizing a joint class opened in a cyber-metropolitan region created
with ICT connecting the Japanese school and those in the overseas multi-ethnic community, can
overcome the education inequality and improve the students’ communicational skills including their
oral proficiency in English.

In the present case study, eleven- or twelve-year-old students from two elementary schools on two
islands in Japan participated in the class, and those on islands in Japan and in Hawaii
participated in the class through the use of ICT. Analysis of this study shows that students felt
stimulated and empowered by each other, improving their English and hoping that they could take part
in the English class created with ICT, which leads to an increase in their levels of motivation to
learn English.
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