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A Corpus-Based Study of English Modality for Pedagogical Purposes

FUJIMOTO, Kazuko

3,100,000

ESL/EFL

It has been said that modal expressions are difficult for ESL/EFL learners
to acquire. Modal expressions are used to express a speaker’ s or a writer s opinion or attitude
toward the situation. This study used Japanese learners®, English native speakers® and English
textbook corpora. We investigated the Japanese learners® use of modal expressions and also examined
how high school English textbooks published in Japan cover these modal expressions. On the basis of
our corpus findings, we suggested what to teach about the modal expressions and how the English
textbooks will be improved.
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