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The difficulty order of some English grammatical items
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The purposes of this study to investigate which aspects of grammatical items

are easier and which ones are more difficult to acquire for Japanese adult L2 learners of English
(JLEs). We selected two grammatical items: wh-questions and prepositions as target items. As for
wh-questions, the most difficult type of wh-questions is subject wh-questions. In particular,the
agreement between subjects and predicate verbs was the most difficult for JLEs. We also discussed
why the agreement was difficult for JLEs.

With regard to prepositions, sixteen types of frequently used prepositions were examined. The
easiest prepositions to acquire were spatial "on" and durational "for" and the most difficult ones

to acquire were directional "for" and possessive “on".
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