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Introducing role language analysis in teaching English academic writing
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This study aimed at improving academic writing skills of college-level
English learners by creating Japanese/ English Manga comics using role language, the language that
reflects the personality of Manga characters. Participants worked on Manga making collaborative
projects that focused on improving English writing skills and fostering positive attitudes toward
English and group work. Role language analysis helped participants to understand the fact that
linguistic features reflect the personality of people, thus, they used different types of vocabulary
and sentence patterns when creating their Manga in English. They also realized the differences
between spoken English in bubbles and written English iIn narration. Pre/posttests revealed that
narrative writing helped participants to learn the sentence patterns that are applicable to academic
writing. Surveys also showed that the projects had positive effects on learner motivation and group
work attitudes.
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