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A Study of Fostering Critical Thinking Competence Required for Collaborative
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To determine how to foster Japanese university students’ critical thinking
competence, first the actual level of the subject students’ competence was investigated by
comparatively analyzing all of the students’ English utterances posted on the online discussion
forums of an international project undertaken for three continuous years and participated in each
year by around 100 university students from six countries. Afterwards, to rectify the Japanese
students’ undeveloped competence which was revealed by quantitative and qualitative studies, the
following three measures were implemented: 1) Developing a vocabulary test-training system of those
verbs indicating thinking abilities and improving this system twice based on trial results; 2)
Examining the viability of introducing “ Case Methods” into English classes; and 3) Proposing the
necessity for critical thinking competence to be cultivated and integrated with ‘ taking
responsibility’ and ‘ reconciling conflicts’ competences.
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