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Integrative studies on the development of native Japanese speakers® speaking
skills in English from elementary school years onward
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This study investigated the effects of the onset age of English learning and
the total amount of English learing on the English-speaking ability of native Japanese speakers.
Japanese-speaking children attending elementary school or junior high school who had high English
proficiency took part. Linguistic analyses of their English-speaking data suggested their
superiority to Japanese university students in fluency and the amount of speech produced. The key to
their high speaking performance seemed to be both the early onset of learning and the massive
amount of exposure to English at home obtained through learning materials.
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Proficient second-language speakers show perceptual and computational advantages in first-language and arithmetic processing
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