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Many Japanese businesspeople, governmental officials, and other
international actors find it difficult to keep up with English spoken at a natural speed. These
individuals have often studied English for six or more years, but are frequently left behind in
negotiations and lose the opportunity to speak out because they were not able to understand what was

being said, placing them at a significant disadvantage at discussions and trade deals. The English
presented in classrooms is often slow and deliberate. However, at natural speed, English sounds
change, as deletion, linking, assimilation, flapping, and other phenomena occur often simultaneously
within the same phrase. The Englishdrill System developed through this research allows adult
learners to listen to condensed combinations of these difficult sounds, allowing them to acquire the
required listening skills in days, rather than years. The system has multiple stages so learners

can train at the appropriate level.
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Many Japanese businesspeople, governmental officials, and other international actors
find it difficult to keep up with English spoken at a natural speed. These individuals have
often studied English for six or more years, but are frequently left behind in negotiations and
lose the opportunity to speak out because they were not able to understand what was being
said, placing them at a significant disadvantage at discussions and trade deals. The English
presented in classrooms is often slow and deliberate. However, at natural speed, English
sounds change, as deletion, linking, assimilation, flapping, and other phenomena occur often
simultaneously within the same phrase.

Japanese learners of English are often surprised when they realize the sounds they have
missed. This is because the sounds they did not understand are frequently not difficult words
they have never heard before, but rather, simple common words such as “are”, “he”, or “has”.
These words could be reduced to [1], [i], or [z], making them undiscernible to the untrained
ear.
The Englishdrill System developed through this research is an approach that allows adult
learners to listen to condensed combinations of these difficult sounds, allowing them to
acquire the required listening skills in days, rather than years. The system has multiple
stages so learners can begin at the appropriate level, then work up to more difficult sound
combinations. Findings from the research have been incorporated into the system so that
learners can efficiently and effectively acquire English listening skills. Using the system
provides the means to repeatedly listen to the most difficult sound combinations in a compact
form, allowing Japanese learners to quickly acquire the listening skills they need to function
in the international community.
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