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A study on the significance of source materials related to geography in Inagaki
Collection. Toward a new development in the history of Japanese cultural
exchanges with Russia, and the Netherlands.
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Focusing on source materials related to geography in Inagaki Collection,
this study has taken a step for the analysis of their whole picture and characteristic and for the
visualization of historical objects:

Firstly, geographical source materials have been sorted out and collected from the whole Inagaki
collection and preliminary commentaries on some of them have been prepared.Secondly, judging from
the importance of objects for historical researches, preparatory works have been done for the
visualization of some objects in Inagaki Collection, specifically world-maps and globes.Thirdly,
this study reveals how those intellectuals in the first half of the nineteenth century recognized
the international state of affairs, based on their acquisition of geographical as well as
astronomical data, and clarifies the significance of their understanding from the viewpoint of the

hi?}ory of cultural exchanges between Japan and Russia, and between Japan and the Netherlands as
well.
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