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This project has looked at rites of imperial succession from the Meiji

Restoration analysing their gradual permeation into society at the time of the ascension to the
throne of the Taisho and Showa emperors, as well as the (dis)continuity with pre-war practices in
the wake of the 1945 defeat in the Second World War.The most recent Enthronement and Great
Thanksgiving (Daijosai) Ceremonies held in the fall of 2019 have also been taken into consideration.
The distinguishing feature of this study is the fact that it has shed light not only on the rites
themselves, but also on the modern emperor system in its entirety, by investigating the relationship
between national morality and historical landmarks or the Imperial treasures, the registration as
World Heritage of a historical site under the name “ Tomb of Emperor Nintoku,” the continuation of
Buddhist faith within the Imperial Household, or the role of myths and stories in society.
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