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Bibliographical research into enlightening Wasan books from the Edo period and
the elucidation of business practices through the analysis of examples from

those books
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I conducted a location survey of enlightening Japanese mathematics books

published during the Edo period. Next, I conducted a survey of Japanese mathematics books. I
collected about 400 enlightening mathematics books and created a database. | refined the database
using historical materials from publishers in Kyoto, Osaka, and Edo, and clarified the bibliographic

lineage of mathematics books. The sample questions in mathematics books from the early Edo period
were influenced by the Jinkoki. However, the content of the sample questions in mathematics books
gradually changed in response to real economic activities. After the mid-18th century, the number of
mathematics books published increased dramatically and their contents became more diverse. An
increasing number of books emphasized simplicity by including currency conversion tables.
Co-publishing was undertaken by publishers from multiple regions. This shows that the demand for
mathematics had expanded to include the common people.
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