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This study investigates the functions of Burmese subordinate officials under
British colonial administration in the nineteenth century, and considers their historical
significance. The documents about two officials who worked in the Ayeyarwati delta region (present
southern Myanmar), collected in Myanmar, were mainly examined. The result of this study is twofold.
First, an article on a circle headman in charge of tax collection was published. It specifically
illustrates the recruitment process and the appointment and transfer, and considers the relation
between the headman and the deputy commissioner. Second, a paper on a clerk at the local government
was presented at the international study conference. It treats a process of dismiss and
reinstatement experienced by the clerk in detail, and attempts to relate its meaning to the nature
of the colonial administration.
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