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In May 1871, almost all civil status records in Paris were destroyed in the
fire provoked during the Paris Commune. Of these documents, nearly one-third were officially
reconstructed in a joint effort between the Paris City Council and the French State. The present
study deals with this reconstruction project, in order to understand how, in this era of
democratisation and industrialisation, officials and inhabitants considered and treated personal
information records. Besides the state government and the municipal authority’ s willingness to
achieve the project, some ministries as well as some inhabitants were reluctant to cooperate. In the
second half of the 19th century, France was not yet a modern state in terms of administrative
organisation and civic consciousness.
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