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This study argues that the reality of international ﬁolitics today raises
guestions and debates based on memories of colonialism. By taking the British case, | consider the
question of why the British government has yet to come to terms with its colonial past from a
historical perspective. Given the enormity of this question and the number of relevant historical
issues, | have to limit my discussion to only a few specific matters. Thus, in order to provide a
historical background of the relative indifference of the former colonising states in regard to
their colonial past, | present three points for further discussion: (1) the selective thinking
regarding the colonial past, (2) Western civilisation’ s belief present in the British society and

(3)dthe judicial practice that could determine and administer the * responsibility for colonialism
today .
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Ichiro Maekawa, * The Concept of “ Responsibility for Colonialism” : A New Agenda for
Historians of Decolonization’ , Global Decolonization Workshop, Paris, July 6-7, 2017.
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