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Relations between soldiers and local society in cities of the 18th and 19th
century Germany : City Halle an der Saale as an example of garrison cities,
where a prussian army was stationed
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The purpose of this project was to inquire into the relation between the

army and the local society and its change in the 18th and 19th centuries. ldentities and mentalities
of soldiers in this period were also a subject of our researches. Based on our analysis of the
military register of the regiments and reminiscences of ex-soldiers, it is concluded, that more and
more soldiers were enlisted from Halle and its surrounding areas in the latter half of the 18th
century (a phenomenon different from in the former half of the 18th and similar to in the 19th);
that most soldiers in the former half of the 19th were not necessarily influenced by nationalism
(different from soldiers after the War of the German Unification 1870/71). We also gathered and
analyzed articles of the “ Soldatenfreund (Soldiers’ Friend)” , a magazine for soldiers and
underofficers which was published from 1833 to 1918, and made clear why the magazine was published
and became popular.
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