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Archaeological study on the formation of the system controlling province and
local in ancient Japan
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In this study, we have examined the system of local governance by provincial

headquarters, focusing on (1) the locations of multiple local government facilities in a local
area, (2) the problem of relocation of local government offices, and (3) the formation of a group of
government facilities such as provincial headquarters, local government offices and facilities for
providing houses.Regarding the local governance system by provincial headquarters, this study
demonstrated that the local government offices and the facilities for providing houses had been
developed nationwide along with the official roads by the end of the 7th century.

It was also revealed that the government offices had been developed at important locations of
transportation, the local offices had been located over the local area, and the local governance had
been implemented under organic relationships by provincial headquarters after the end of the 7th
century, not after the 8th century.
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