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The empirical comparative study of the urbanization in the Kofun period (during
the 3th and 7th centuries in Japan ) : the Osaka Uemachi upland, the coastal
region of Hakata Bay and the Nara basin
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The origin of the city in Japan is generally said to be the late 7th
century Fujiwara-kyo (a Chinese style capital in Nara ). However, in Japan the process of the
urbanization which lead to Fujiwara-kyo isn’ t clear. We studied the process of the urbanization
during the 3th and 7th centuries on the Japanese archipelago through a comparison of the Osaka
Uemachi upland, the coastal region of Hakata (the former name of Fukuoka) Bay and the Nara basin. We

used results of restoration of old natural environment which early cities depended on and compared
the urbanization of these three areas with reference to external dependence and function
differentiation as indicators.

As a result, we clarify that on the Japanese archipelago the urbanization proceeded in parallel at
several areas by maintaining the process of production, distribution, consumption and preparing the
socioeconomic capital of the population concentration area and its surroundings during 5th and 7th

centuries.
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