©
2016 2018

Changes in Economic Base of Regional Capitals in Japan and Alternative
Directions of Their Sustainable Development

HINO, MASATERU

2,500,000

1960
1990

1990

Japanese regional capitals such as Saﬁporo, Sendai, Hiroshima, and Fukuoka
have rapidly grown since the 1950s. The main driving force behind the remarkable development of
regional capitals was the agglomeration of branch offices headquartered in Tokyo or Osaka. However,
during the latter half of the 1990s, branch agglomeration in regional capitals stopped increasing
and began to decrease. Consequently, regional capitals needed to explore ways other than development
to achieve hierarchical inter-city linking with Tokyo as the apex. One expected way is to expand
the city network of horizontal intercity linkages focusing on individual cities. The network is
called the “ individual city-centered network.” Actors that develop these networks are various
entities such as government agencies, companies, civil-society groups, citizens, and travelers
operating in the city.
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