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This study aims to clarify warriors’ and townspeople’ s views of the
family and succession, and the social structures behind them, by analyzing “ OIE SODO” (a family
feud about a feudal lord’ s succession) and “ OIEMONO” (a drama about that story), which are
characteristic of early-modern Japan. As a result, it has been discovered that “ OIE SODO" was
frequently promoted because of the warriors’ views, which attached greater importance to the
succession of the lords’ families than to the lords as individuals, or fiscal disputes among
vassals, while the fashion of “ OIEMONO” after the mid-Edo period was closely related to the change

of merchants’ management policies from venture-oriented to focused on steady family businesses. In
addition, in comparison to early-modern French and Chinese literature, the conspicuous
characteristics of Japanese social structures, such as the weakness of the solidarity of the
bourgeoisie, have been demonstrated.
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