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The circle of the Summa Monacensis is an important source of information on
how the science of canon law developed in the north of Alps between ca.1170 and 1190. This study
has tried to elucidate the internal relations as well as the manuscript transmission of the circle.
As a major result, focusing on the Oxford, Bodleian MS Barlow 37, a late twelfth century English
manuscript, it has been shown that some marginal glosses found in this manuscript indeed belong to
the circle and represent a reduction commonly known in Paris in the mid-1180s. In the course of this

analysis it has also been shown that the commentaries of the circle seem to represent different
reductions of a common source which, being a living text, developed continuously over a period of 20

years.
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