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The Mixed Legal System in Okinawa during the U.S. Occupation
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The purpose of this academic research is to analyze and review the reality
of “ Law and Justice” in Okinawa during the U.S. Occupation, when the military rule by the U.S and
the civilian rule by the local Ryukuans coexisted in a state of political tension.

In Japan, enormous amounts of materials by Legal Affairs Department of USCAR (United States Civil
Administration of the Ryukyu Islands) were recently open to public both in the National Diet Library
and in Okinawa Prefectural Archives (except for files containing the personal information). Among
those materials, the clemency action files include numerous petitions to U.S. High Commissioner for
pardons from ex-convicts who committed crimes such as traffic violation, theft, assault, battery or

prostitution. Those documents show the background on why they committed those crimes and also the
reason why they made petitions. Those documents have extremely interesting contents, which mirrored
the social conditions at that time.
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