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The main purpose of this research plan is to explore and clarify some
issues about legal protecition of product design. Product design is protected by design law,
copyright law, trademark law, unfair competition prevention law and so on. This research plan was
perfomed while paying attention to relationship of each law. Those are (1)compartmentalization
between copyright law and design law, (2)problem of protection by signal law (trademark law), (3)is
the ground of protection confusin or unfair competition?, and (4)acceptable use reason from the
point of view of function. Through this research plan, these topics were made clear to a certain
degree and some articles were published.
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