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Empirical research on the effects of the power to set parliamentary business
and supporting institutions of the prime minister on the prime ministerial
leadership.
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The power of the Japanese prime minister has expanded gradually as a result
of the 1994 political reform, the 2001 reorganization of the government, and the 2014 civil service
reform. With the political reform, the prime minister has obtained more discretion in making
ministerial appointments. He now can appoint more politicians from small factions or those not
affiliated with any factions to important positions. This suggests that, with more discretion in
patronage, the prime minister has expanded his power within the LDP as well as in parliamentary
business. In other words, the LDP backbenchers reduced their power to constrain the prime minister
through their control over parliamentary business and the prime minister expanded his discretion in
policy formulation. After the reorganization of the government, institutions supporting the prime
minister®s policy formulation have expanded as the organization of the Cabinet Secretariat was
strengthened.
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